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Collier Senior Resourcesis one of five
local nonprofits that received a portion
of more than $40,000 in grant money
from the Naples Daily News Friday
morning. 

“The fund will allow us to provide fi-
nancial assistance to needy seniors with
a low to moderate income. For example,
if someone is behind on their rent or util-
ities,” said Tatiana Fortune, the nonprof-
it’s senior center director, before accept-
ing a check worth $8,400. 

In 2014, Collier Senior Resources
opened the Golden Gate Senior Center
located at 4898 Coronado Parkway. The
center serves about 60 to 70 meals every
day Monday through Friday, Fortune
added.

Each year, the Daily News makes two
sets of contributions to help support non-
profits based in Southwest Florida.

Disbursements, which typically
range from $1,000 to $10,000, are made
via the Gannett Foundation Grant Pro-
gram. Gannett is the parent company of
the Naples Daily News and The News-
Press in Fort Myers and more than 100
media organizations across the U.S.

Friday’s other grant recipients in-
cluded The Immokalee Foundation,
Neighborhood Health Clinic, Naples Zoo
at Caribbean Gardens and Grace Place
for Children and Families.

Barbara Evans, chief development
officer at Grace Place, said they plan to
use their $10,000 grant to go toward their
early education program.

“This will go toward our bright begin-
nings literacy program, which prepares
children for kindergarten,” Evans said.

The five nonprofits stood out from the
more than 100 grant applications re-
ceived, said Naples Daily News Editor
Penny Fisher.

“Congratulations, you guys are obvi-
ously the cream of the crop and thank
you so much for the great work you do,”
Fisher told the grant recipients inside
the Daily News office. 
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The Naples Daily News awards five local nonprofits with grant money on Jan. 19, 2018.MATT CONLEY 

Naples Daily News editor Penny Fisher, left,
awards a $8,400 check to Tatiana Fortune and
Tom Gleason with the Collier Senior
Resources on Jan. 19, 2018. MATT CONLEY 
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National leaders will visit Naples to
weigh in on fake news, President Donald
Trump and white supremacy during the
annual Progressive Voices Speak Out
lecture series starting Feb. 7.

“After a year of our current admini-
stration, there’s going to be a little more
analysis on what’s happening,” said Jim
Swonk, chairman of the six-part series
hosted by the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Greater Naples in part-
nership with Common Ground of Naples.

Dr. John Woolschlager will kick off
the series on Feb. 7 with a lecture called
“Developing a sustainable vision for
America.” Woolschlager wears many
hats at Florida Gulf Coast University. He
serves as the Backe chair of renewable
energy, an environmental engineering
professor and director of the Emergent
Technologies Institute and engineering
graduate programs. 

On Feb. 14, Jim Kenney will host a talk
titled “Are we stuck in a post-truth world
... or is there a light at the end of the
Trump tunnel?” He’s a cultural historian
and executive director of Common
Ground. 

Kenney is holding two additional
workshops: 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Feb. 12
(Two poles of the Middle East, Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran); and 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
Feb. 15 (Xi Jinping, general secretary of
the Communist Party of China.)

Award-winning author and journalist
Dahr Jamail will speak on Feb. 21 about
climate change. He’s a staff reporter for
Truthout.org and is working on a book ti-
tled “The End of Ice.”

On Feb. 28, Colette Pichon Battle, ex-
ecutive director of the U.S. Human
Rights Network, plans to talk about how
to create a positive change in religion,
race and politics.

Battle is holding an additional work-
shop: 10 a.m. to noon, March 1, on the
same topic.

Susan Herman, president of the
American Civil Liberties Union, will
speak on March 7 about how Trump is af-
fecting civil liberties. 

And lastly, on March 14, Johnny

Young, former executive director of mi-
gration and refugee services of the Unit-
ed States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, is speaking on the current state of
refugees and migration.

All lectures begin at 7 p.m. with a re-
ception that includes refreshments at
6:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation (6340 Napa Woods Way,
Naples).

There’s a $15 suggested donation per
lecture or $75 for the series of six lec-
tures. All workshops are $10 each. 

Register in advance at
www.uunaples.org/ or call 239-455-6553.

A YEAR LATER: Trump, fake news and white
supremacy topics at this year’s Speak Out event
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Robert Jensen of the Univ. of Texas spoke Feb. 8 at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Naples, part of the “Progressive Voices Speak Out”
lecture series. LANCE SHEARER/CORRESPONDENT 

Jim Kenney, executive director of Common
Ground, speaks on “Trumpism.” Kenney
spoke Feb. 15 at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Naples, part of the
“Progressive Voices Speak Out” lecture series.
LANCE SHEARER/CORRESPONDENT 


