
® Home-Learning Activity 
Actividad de Aprendizaje en Casa

 WEEK OF/
S e m a n a  d e :

THIS ACTIVITY IS FOR GRADES/ 
ESTA ACTIVIDAD ES PARA 
LOS GRADOS:

Title of Activity/Título de la Actividad:

Learning Outcome/ Objetivo de la Actividad:

Activity Description/ Descripción de la Actividad:

Activity Resources/ Recursos para la Actividad:

mailto:tara@graceplacenaples.org
mailto:oscar@graceplacenaples.org
mailto:tara@graceplacenaples.org
mailto:oscar@graceplacenaples.org


This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Tips for students who are new to virtual
learning

A student in France does math work in a notebook and on a tablet during her school's closure due to coronavirus. Photo: NurPhoto, Getty
Images

Many schools across the country are closed. They have shut their doors due to the coronavirus

outbreak. This puts teachers and students in a new situation. They are switching to distance

learning. 

For some students, this will be a new experience. It may be their first time learning through video

platforms. This kind of learning has its own set of rules. They're different from the rules we follow

in the classroom. 

Here are a few virtual learning tips. They may help students get used to their new situation. 

Find a quiet place to set up.

Getting ready for a video lesson? Your first step is finding a quiet place to set up. Choose a spot

where you won't be distracted. Try to sit away from the flow of family "traffic." 
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If you can, set up your device at a desk or countertop. This way, your hands are free. You can take

notes and look through your books.

Prepare for class.

In some ways, video classes are just like regular class time. You'll want to have your materials

ready when the lesson begins. Just like always! Gather your books and notes. Are there printouts

you'll want to look at? Grab those, too. And of course, have a pen and paper handy! 

Let your family members know when class is about to start. This way, they will know not to

distract you. They can also talk in quieter voices around you.

Set a goal for yourself.

Before class starts, set a goal for yourself. A goal gets your mind ready to learn. It gives you an

extra purpose in class. It can even help you focus on what your teacher is saying. Here are a few

examples of goals you can set: Learn one new thing. Ask one big question. Share one positive

thought.

Check: Are you muted?

Before the lesson starts, mute yourself! Background

noises may not sound loud on your side. But even tiny

sounds, like typing or chewing, can be louder through

speakers! To your teacher it may sound like you're

having a party. So make sure to mute when you are

not speaking. Most mute buttons look like a little

microphone. 

Double-check: Are you really muted?

Just making sure!

Practice active listening.

Sitting alone can make you feel distracted. So can

sitting in front of a device. There are ways to prevent

feeling this way. Active listening can help. Here are

ways to practice active listening: Keep your eyes on the screen, instead of looking around the

room. Nod, smile and react to what you're hearing. Even though you're alone, you can react just

the way you would in the classroom. This way, your teacher will know you're paying attention. Use

a pen and paper to take notes. This will push you to listen closely. Finally, don't let yourself browse

the Web! Make your video window full-size. Don't open other apps during class time.

Follow your teacher's instructions.

Usually, your teacher can see you raise your hand. Then he or she knows you want to say

something. That's not so easy in a video classroom. So be sure to follow instructions. Your teacher

will let you know how to show that you want to ask or answer a question. You may get to use a

virtual hand-raising tool in the platform. Or, you may have to type into a chat box. Be patient

during the question-and-answer parts of lessons. There may be a bit of a pause between the person
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speaking and those listening. Wait for a moment before you respond. If you're speaking out loud,

make sure to unmute your microphone first! (Then mute it again, please.) 

Stay engaged through chat.

If your teacher says it's OK, use the chat feature. You can chat to ask a question or share a thought.

You could even use it to agree with what your classmates share. 

Keep calm and troubleshoot.

Has something gone wrong during? Screen froze? Bumped from the class? App crashed? Don't

panic! Problems like this will happen. It is not the end of the world. 

Try logging back on. If that doesn't work, check your WiFi. Is it still connected? Restart your

computer if you need to. You can also check your email. Maybe your teacher had the same problem

and wrote to you about it. 

If all else fails, keep calm — and try logging on again!
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Quiz

1 What is the article MAINLY about?

(A) who does virtual learning

(B) how to do virtual learning

(C) where virtual learning is done

(D) why virtual learning can be fun

2 What is the MAIN topic of the section "Keep calm and troubleshoot"?

(A) the fastest apps to use for virtual learning

(B) the types of lessons teachers can give

(C) ways to check if your computer is muted

(D) problems and solutions to virtual learning

3 Which answer choice is a section title?

(A) "Double-check: Are you really muted?"

(B) If all else fails, keep calm — and try logging on again!

(C) "Tips for students who are new to virtual learning"

(D) Try to sit away from the flow of family "traffic."

4 Read the paragraph below from the Introduction [paragraphs 1-3].

Many schools across the country are closed. They have shut their doors due to the coronavirus
outbreak. This puts teachers and students in a new situation. They are switching to distance
learning.

What information can the reader get by reading this paragraph?

(A) the number of school closings due to the coronavirus

(B) the names of countries affected by the coronavirus

(C) the reason why more students are doing distance learning

(D) the best tips for students doing distance learning
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